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Economic Development With Special Reference to Inggal Humanism

Vidyadhara Buddhiraju
Rahul Shastfi

Introduction

Pandit Deendayal Upadhyaya , was the first gersexaketary of the UP branch of Bharatiya
Jana Sangh. He became the All India General Segretahe Bharatiya Jana Sangh. And for 17
eventful years he led and built the Bharatiya Jaaagh. Pandit Deendayal Upadhyaya enunciated
the guiding philosophy, called Integral Humanisur, the Bharatiya Jana Sangh. This philosophy
was articulated in a series of lectures in Bomina965. This philosophy is the guiding philosophy
also of the Bharatiya Janata Party, the succedstitreoJana Sangh. And it must be considered
among the most significant documents in moderrtipaliphilosophy.

This philosophy stands in splendid distinction t@ry other political, social or economic
philosophy existing today. There are deep civili@al reasons behind this distinction.

Integral Humanism is by its very conception, unsatr Simply because it will not limit
either the scope or method in the pursuit of huwaifare. It is not as if this is a brand new
philosophy invented by recent genius. What is newhe phenomenon of a broad and coherent
popular Hindu civilizational political vision thdias been developing over the past century and
more. A movement that is still to find its full exgssion, but has by now a substantial and firm
footing across the geography of the ancient Bhavataha, Integral Humanism boldly asserts the
stark distinction between the complicated sophisefryhe various political theories of the modern
world and the rather crisp summaries of the hunmatnre enunciated in the ancient legacy of the
Hindus.

Integral Humanism accepts and integrates the widpsttrum of human experience in
contrast to the rather narrow and fragmented idpeoof Western philosophies whether ancient,
medieval or modern. We must observe that thesemieated visions spring from the deeply
entrenched attitudes produced by thousand yeansibzational investment into imperialist models
of life, politics, economy, monotheist religion aaldo, most tragically, “science”.

This philosophy must not be considered as an iminheit@velation by a divinely appointed
prophet. Not because these ideas are in themseluascertain merit; but because the purpose of
this philosophy is not one of calling the multitugbesubservient obedience. Rather the philosophy
is intended to enlighten and inspire a studenthaiopophy to become perceptive. In the case of a
divine revelation, one is constrained to merely yabhg and at best interpreting a divine
commandment, whereas with integral humanism th&neot merely the possibility but also the
responsibility to shine ever brighter and wisemtliae patron philosopher. And the real detail for
action is consciously deferred for a more compéetieulation by contemporary genius.

! email :vidya.buddhiraju@gmail.com
2 email :shastri5s6@gmail.com
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One is easily tempted to ask why such simplicitg hassed the great minds of thinkers
across the world. And why should so simple a thdmeytrusted to address issues relating to a
modern era that is characterized by its every plylng complexity. The answers are a paradigm
shift from the traditional Wes-dominated “intelleat” discourse of our times. Some bitter
observations must be made about what passes farmttught.

The Political Context for Integral Humanism

After independence for two decades India went thinoan aimless drift in politics,
economic policy, social reform effort, foreign pmliand the general atmosphere of governance. No
political theory appeared to comprehend let alanthé national circumstance. And Indian politics
became increasingly a shapeless phenomenon witheneiny identifiable aims nor established
methods. Pandit Deendayal opines that this conmes the singular fact that both the governing
party and the opposition of the day had abandohegtinciple of national purpose. Coalitions on
the ruling side and also the opposition were fornmegtely to fight the other side. Infact it was
impossible to even distinguish the ruling partynirahe opposition. Ideologies, parties and
individual members crossed boundaries with ease fandity for the dominating purpose of
gaining power and pelf. These were dark days foatégon that had only a generation ago enough
spiritual resolution to defeat, without arms, tmeagest empire to dominate the earth.

Integral humanism proposes a basis for the natiotegration and reconstruction of Bharat,
by simply recognizing and using the basis upon twhids ancient nation has been constructed.
This is a complete and organic understanding ofridha the eternal principle of all existence.
Integral humanism does not go very much into qaestof actual policy that can be implemented
as an action plan, & simply because such an agtian would at any rate be relevant only to a
specific circumstance and time. Such an action ptaid be considered a circumstantial manifesto
rather than a long term philosophy.

Integral Humanism — The sources and scope

It is pointless to attempt to separate anythindheéBharata Varsha from what is Hindu. The
Hindus are the most ancient sanskriti on the plangh the accumulated legacy of a thousand
shining centuries. Decisive Hindu influence hadcheal the remote corners of the earth even in
very ancient days. Only in recent centuries hawe Hindus been comprehensively subdued by
foreign imperialism, and consequently have acquareiéep inferiority complex. An elephant tamed
by the steel chain, by force of habit, remains ldoeven after his restraints have been removed.
Hindus today are deeply apologetic and doubtfulualteeir own legacy. On the other hand they
also resent the impositions, presumptions andsins from other cultures. Both these phenomen
are only natural under the prevailing circumstands a culture it is important that we must
resolve this paradox.

Pandit Deendayal distinguishes clearly tha objedtiom the method. The objective must in
all events and circumstances be clearly understastjved and pursued without distraction. The
method will change periodically as circumstance&rmg®. The objective is the triumphant revival
of Hindu national life. It is fair to aim to reassthe culture, language, and traditions of theddim
but the objective itself must not be confused i method. The circumstances and constraints of
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the day must be recognized as they are, whatevtrebeauses. We must not insist upon returning
to a certain point of time in the past before wewotence our work.

The central thesis of Integral Humanism is that alltheories about politics, economics,
society, national organization, foreign relations t&. must derive from a proper understanding
of the human being, rather than deriving from a dogna.

The various layers of family custom, social tramhti political philosophy, economic policy,
national governance and international relationsea&h significant in their respective places. But
each must be aligned and adjusted to the fundatsesftéthe human spirit. It is not for the human
being to suppress his spirit to fit into a blinkekngsion of life. Any summary limited to either the
immediate circumstance, or perhaps a certain lan#spect of human life will remain at best a
partial view of reality and at worst a debilitatiagd destructive dogma.

What is Integral Humanism

In the Hindu legacy the welfare of the human basgondensed to the very simple, yet
deeply profound, summary of chaturvidha purushartheery system of governance, economy,
justice, jurisprudence, defence, law, governancemaist be constructed and administered for the
securing of these objectives for every individuamiper of the nation, ultimately for all existence.
This consists of the four principles - Dharma, Artla, Kama and Moksha.

Kama is the primal impulse underlying the humandion, its point of origin, Artha
provides it with body, substance and regulationggiit implies wealth as well as governance); i.e.
it provides the means, both to the impulse andvéoeind., Moksha is the end of human existence,
and Dharma negotiates the distance between the Fneisharthas. Dharma is thus the overarching
principle.

This is in essence a description of what amountsutnan well being. This allows for the
widest recognition of personality and individualccimstance. There is nothing in this summary to
limit the methods that maybe employed for secutiognan well being. Awareness of the four
aspects is natural for and inherent in the humait.sphe human being will of his own nature seek
to establish harmony along these principles botthatpersonal and social levels. Disharmony in
human society either at the microscopic or the psapic level arises from insensitivity to these
realities.

The state exists for securing of these objectiZesry method and doctrine that is available
can either be used where it assists this objeabivég;can be discarded when it militates agaihist t
objective. The practical implications of this vigmint are deeply significant. For the pursuit of
these objectives, no doctrine or institution isieita precondition or a limitation.

Something amounting to this summary is common tehmof humanity in the notion of
natural justice. However, this is not an expligiicttine in any culture outside India. It remains a
vague and undefined feeling. And, because a aliear has never been formulated, the human being
is very often altogether easily dismissed. Greategstructures in human affairs are constructed
without attention to this foundation and becomewarse of immense suffering.



An Analysis of Social Superstructures

While having studied the human being we have togeize that a human being's relation to
his society is very much an integral part of thaividual. Western political theories essentiallgrst
at such a point. Most of western thought is bageahuhe notion of a social contract i.e. a group of
people coming together by mutual agreement upowitheal and collective roles.

In this model therefore there are a number of diler® about the authority of the collective
to impose order upon the individual. altsleere are questions about the durability of this
arrangement; if not for the question of utilityethfor the turbulent caprice of both the individual
and the collective.

The Hindu legacy by contrast views the society asherent in life itself, quite as natural
as the individual; and not a consequence of a soteontract. Central to this analysis is the idea
of a collective mind called “Chiti”.

As an illustration, it is easy to see that as ahvidual one may have preferences that are
either disconnected to those of the collective erhpps even diametrically opposite. But the
individual will quite often, easily and willinglylign himself with the preferences of a collective
mind. While it is true that it takes training amining for one to develop into an active and \esib
member of a society, it is also true that the medtend mind of the collective at various levels is
undeniably a part of the individual even withouy axplicit physical inputs.

It may be argued that this collective mind couldefrom cohabitation. This is disapproved
by the fact that the Greek and Egyptian nationshefold do not exist any longer inspite of an
unbroken continuity in cohabitation, whereas thevide nation exists even without this
cohabitation. A nation subdued, broken and displetee world over for close to two thousand
years till reasserts its national identity.

Within each individual that is simply an expressafithe same universal mind. This Chiti
functions differently at the individual level, tii@mily level, the community level and the national
level. At each level of the collective there is@aresponding characteristic. The unifying principle
underlying this universal mind is the Dharma. Soglas the individual and the collective are
conscious and vigilant about Dharma, it is possiblelevelop and fortify both the individual and
the collective. When Dharma is neglected, corredpmty the individual and the collective will
decline. This is an inevitable truth. The strengitasperity and glory of both the individual ané th
collective are natural, direct and inevitable capsaces of their awareness and maturity in the
practice of Dharma.

Institutions Are Organs of the Collective

Darwin's theory of evolution opines that the indival physical body evolves to fit better
into the environment. The Hindu viewpoint thougmi&r is distinct. Here it is asserted that the
Prana inhabits and constructs the physical bodgrdow to its requirements and abilities. Just as
the individual jiva constructs and refines a phgklmody, the collective also constructs and refines
institutions; and as such these institutions, thougry important within their context, are by no
means more important than the collective.
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Just as the human body, though it has a very signifrole to play in human life, is not by
any means more important than the soul; so alspantcular institution of the collective is more
important than the collective soul or what maybkedahe nation. The politcal state therefore is an
instrument of the nation. The problem with westidrought is that they have equated the state with
the nation. Whereas the Hindus have not made tlssake. Just like the individual soul the
collective soul or the nation is also self born.my take up any number of instruments of
expression. So the state and for that matter eweamgoeror are acknowledged and understood to be
merely instruments of national purpose.

The individual has roles to play in a variety odtitutions. But he is not therefore identified
or limited to any one of these in any lasting manBe long as the underlying unity of existence is
experienced, the individual is capable of assunaing performing these multiple roles in a gentle
and easy harmony. Western thought can only viestenxce from the individual view point. From
this view point all achievement is strictly an imdiual event. And hence there are the propensities
to subjugate and exploit the other. Bloody strugghbetween interests and classes, societies,
religions and nations are a natural consequence.

The Varna — Jati institution in Hindu society issbd in the harmonious expression of the
univeral soul, each Varna and Jati expressing daicplr distinct characteristic that is
complementary to the rest of the society. And y&theJati and Varna holds in the deepest respect
and regards all other Jatis and varnas. The Venldgims indeed that each Varna is indeed part of
the Virat Purusha. Where then is the scope forliobrifetween different organs of a single body.
The conflict between the Varnas and the Jatis suosdy when this consciousness of the integral
unity of the society is broken and the Jatis sinfpdgome individual warring classes as in the case
of western social arrangements.

In the case of India, the political state was hetdominant fact of life. The most dominant
social institution was the village panchayat. At tpanchayat survived a thousand years of
invasion and destructive vandalism. And so alsoHieu society survived a thousand years of
tempest. However, the corresponding weakness irfif$teplace was that we ignored the nation
state, whose strength would have easily resisteigio invasion in the first place.

And so Samartha Ramdas, the guru of Chhatrapataflimstructed the king to develop a
strong nation state expressive of the national siibdarma. Indeed a strong nation state is as much
a Dharmic requirement as the spiritual teachingb®fsanyasi.

Dharma, Constitution, Secularism and Law

Dharma is the first of the chaturvidha purusharti#asd this single principle will in itself
summarize and encompass all existence. Becaudee dirbadness of this reality we will not go
very long into attempting a description. It is hoee significant to note the single greatest
distortion of this word in current usage. That e tequating of the idea of Dharma to that of
religion.

A religion is a narrowly defined set of beliefslu@s and codes of conduct and perhaps a
sectarian identity. Dharma on the other hand igtireciple of sensitivity to reality at every levef
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life and existence. A religion is contained in atam number of books and belief systems. Dharma
can perhaps be explained in a number of ways imdubdooks and so on. But it can never be
circumscribed by a doctrine or codes. A religiom a@hoose to be arbitrary because it is the
command of an omnipotent god whose command haslteamative. A Dharma can never be
arbitrary. It has to ultimately pass the test ofspaal and collective experience. Dharma may
include where appropriate the worship of a deityt Bis can never be construed to mean the whole
of Dharma.

For all of the history of the Hindus, no scriptukég, constitution or for that matter God
have been placed above Dharma. It is a very unkimtideeply destructive distortion to equate the
idea of Dharma with that of a religion. A Dharmtate is not a theocracy. A theocracy implies the
imposition of a certain religious doctrine upon silbjects. This has been demonstrated to be
impossible even in Pakistan where all the non Nuslihave been expelled. Inspite of the
exclusively Islamic population, there is no sigrafint difference in the administrative structures
between India and Pakistan. The customs of the iMash India and Pakistan are identical. The
creation of Pakistan has not altered the pracfidglam in any manner.

On the other hand, to talk of secularism is not gugperfluous but also a serious confusion.
Secularism exists only in contrast and oppositortheocracy. Because there has never been a
theocracy among the Hindus, secularism is an emptg. Declaring India as a “secular” state was
an import from the West, as a contrast to Pakigiow having declared ourselves secular, we
translate this into Hindi as either Nidharma (lackin dharma, in essence lawless) or as Dharma
Nirapeksha (indifferent to dharma, hence defeatiegpurpose of the state). This comes in the first
place from the equation of dharma to religion, #meh leading to deep confusion about the very
fundamentals of our nation.

There is much talk in India about the “federal” urat of the Indian constitution. This is
contrary to the national Dharma. The first linghe Indian constitution states “India that is Bhara
is a union of states”. This is gross inaccuracyar@h exists eternally. That the national political
organization today consists one device of admaistn or another is merely a matter of detailslt i
a gross omission in the constitution to omit anyntise about the essential and eternal Dharmic
unity of India. The unity of India does not meamdlcentralization of power. Decentralization of
power and responsible government under the Janspeadbthe Panchayats was a central feature of
national organization from very early days of ttaion. An idea that as of yet has to be properly
understood and absorbed by the curent adminigtratio

Dharma governs the legislature, the judiciary dsd the people. Even while current theory
proclaims people as the sovereign we must obséweaccording to the old manner even the
sovereign is not above Dharma. The mere fact ofnigagollected a majority opinion does not
constitute unlimited right. An illustration is tlease of General De Gaulle, who stood against the
majority opinion of French government and refusedatcept French submission to German
conquest. He left France and continued the wamag#ie Germans. Similarly, Lokamanya Tilak
proclaimed the freedom of India as a birth righ¢rewhile there was no method of developing or
asserting a majority opinion. Abraham Lincoln stdanly against majority opinion when he
asserted the sanctity of the American Union.
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And, therefore, it stands that even a minority né ondividual who upholds Dharma can
stand against the entire collective majority of thetion who violate the Dharma. And so the
greatest duty of the state is to uphold and procthe Dharma, and endeavour to educate the nation
to the realization of a Dharmic state, the Dharrag/&

Economics

As in the case of any other aspect of national Eeonomics must also be viewed and
evaluated in the light of Dharma. Of course it ecessary to secure for the nation the basics of
food, clothing and shelter. This is tha primaryerof economics.

But to emphasize economics as a primary purposenigethis would be to gradually reduce
humanity to an appendage of economics rather theing economics a tool for human welfare.
Great disaster will follow from such distortion. &lgreat depression to hit the world in the 1930s
derived from such distortion. While it is fair t@mtinue debating in hindsight the causes and
mechanisms of global economic disruptions, it ipanant to identify and design systems that are
structurally and fundamentally secure from suclhugisons.

This can only follow from the principles of Dharmat from theoretical orthodoxies or the
reckless pursuit of profit. The most significamsftiprinciple of such design is sustainability.th¢
micro level it is the simplest of realities. Somehat national and global scales this simplest
principle is given the go by, by both communist arapitalist systems. We must consider
sustainability as the fundamental principle at gVevel and in every facet of economics.

The major objectives in economics can be identifisdhe following.

. Food security for all and economic responsibildwards the deprived.
. Social obligation to support education for all.
. Medical care

Now the question arises, what can inspire indivislua groups to work when they are in
any event materially well provided for? The ansugethat when the society has guaranteed a
minimum level of sustenance for the individual, regpondingly the society can demand a
minimum amount of effort from the individual. At yamate a person without an occupation will
rapidly descend into insanity.

As such the right to work must be considered as ona& the fundamentals of a Dharmic
economy.

There is much detail in the design of an econorysgtesn. But the trivialized view of the
dichotomy between capital and labour is destrudiivéhe society as a whole. The purpose of the
economy is not about apportioning rewards betwkendpacious capitalist and the militant labour.
Rather it is to secure for every member of theetgdhe physical basis for higher dharmic pursuits.

Capitalist orthodoxy reduces even human life topdyna means of production of a certain
economic worth, and the consumer to a consuminghimaexpected to consume mass produced
commodities. Everything including time, life andatle is measured in money. Communism is a
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reaction to this dehumanized model of productiont Brxe communist solution is even more
dehumanizing. Whereas in a capitalist model theresame refuge for the human spirit, in
communism there is none. The human being is welltarly converted into a cog on the wheel of
industrial production.

In the most sensible view the only means to seayust, humane and sustainable economy
is an intensive decentralization of the economyly@nen can the economy match the cultural,
climatic, geographical and political conditions thie nation and its vast and diverse humanity.
Promoting and inculcating Swadeshi economic comnsciess is the only sensible route to this
objective. Swadeshi is therefore not merely a gfap political slogan but the very centre of the
economic model.

For too long the institutions, standards and they \abjectives of the state and of our
national resolve have been imported and assorted lmaphazard manner, defering even the
definition of our problems to authorities and clams from other cultures. This is simply
continuing the slavery of earlier eras. This stajus mindset must be broken decisively. There is
no limit to the methods and techniques that we miaploy so long as we properly appreciate
dharma and the basic needs of the human being.

*kkkkk
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“Economic Development with special Reference to legral Humanism”

Shalley Bakshi

India is at 18 rank as far as GDP, a measure of economic developns concerned.
However, if we look at the real scenario, we hayeoff people who feel lucky if they get a two
meals during a day. At the same time, we have aflpeople who are among the Forbes List of the
richest individuals among the world. The focus of oountry has been on economic development
with out taking into consideration our traditionsdacultural ethos. Economic development is to
improve the economic well being of a specific gepdry. The term economic development arouses
among masses, a sense of hope of good life, wiiiment of all the basic needs with honour and
dignity in a free atmosphere .After independeneeettonomic model which India adopted, failed to
yield the desired result .Thus we can clearly $e¢ nere focus on the economic development is
not helping India as a country in ensuring develepnand prosperity to one and all.

The national reconstruction can be directly linkedeconomic development of nation. The
philosophy behind the reconstruction is very walbwn as Integral Humanism propounded by
Pandit Deendayal Upadhyay.

India has followed a centralized system of econaseielopment under the influence of the
west. Industrialization emphasized heavy and chg@ads industries. It resulted in to some benefit
and many problems like poverty, economic dispargycial injustice, and unemployment have
arisen. The western concepts like individualisntiasm, capitalism etc cannot give any kind of
justice. The Indian policy has been raised uposdlseiperficial foundations.

Integral Humanism is a new philosophy of life, whiooks to life and universe in all their
comprehensiveness and inter-relatedness and asonsty in diversity. This is simultaneous and
integrated program of the body, mind, intellect aswll of each human being. It visualizes
economic development of each human being in a dedzed policy and self reliant economy
worth the village as the base. It stands for theeld@ment of village as an agro industrial
community, which would bring immediate benefit thetmasses in employment as well as
producing wealth ensuring its wide distribution.

In order to get rid of the centralized system amthier improve the economy of the country
the creation of a self-employed sector is neecheftiour .This will result in the commitment and
inter-cooperation among men. Integral humanism elbbel in the economic and spiritual
development of every person. Economic developngenoi possible without spiritual development
and vice versa.

This philosophy guides not to have any conflictwesn the individual and society. To
achieve the goal every one must ensure proper ptiody distribution and consumption of wealth.
Regulation of economy is necessary. A system walances in one direction but lacks progress
in other direction cannot be considered benefiéilliround development should not be ignored.

" Assistant Professor, Swami Parmanand Engineering College, Lalru, Punjab (Punjab Technical University).
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In broader sense, economic development not onlydes the quantitative changes in the
economy but also includes certain qualitative cleanigke good health care facility, environment
conservation, and increase in the rate of literdegvelopment and welfare of masses is real
economic development which should be sustainable.

For achieving sustainable development many stredegre focused at like the use of
environment friendly sources of energy, organianiag, recycling of waste, conservation of
natural assets, etc; and this should be practseddaily life activity. It involves less cost ambre
consciousness. Western mode of economic developdo&st not build a system in which human
being finds sufficient opportunity for overall déspment. Contrary to this Integral Humanism
emphasises on all aspects of an individual's ldattsocial, economic, political, cultural, spiaiu
and so on.

Development should be all inclusive without anycdmsination .Since 80% of people live
in villages, emphasis should be laid on the devakg of cottage and small scale industries and
also the development of agriculture and agro basshastries. This will stop the migration of rural
people to urban areas.

So to sum it all, India should focus on the ovedaelopment and not just mere economic
development if it has to give a good standardfefth its citizens. This will involve focusing ol a
the dimensions like social, economic, environmeptiitual, agricultural, etc. With this kind of an
integral approach, we can look forward for a prosps India in true sense.

References:

1. http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Integral_humanism_%@8ia%29

2. http://lwww.sabhlokcity.com/2011/09/deendayal-upadfas-integral-humanism-1-principles-and-
policies-of-jan-sangh/

3. Economic Ideas of Pandit Deendayal Upadhyay, bgi®ira Prasad Jain

4. http://www.chitrakoot.org/download/IntegralHumanigaif
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Ekatma Manav-Vad
Hoshiyar Singﬁ

Independen India had to decide what sort of govenint should have and how the welfare
of the country should be articulated. Several ceptgin all their strengths and weaknesses were
being actively practised all over the world butrixyy means to universal satisfaction. The simplest
form of running of government was capitalism, urtcolfed and uninhibited. But that did not
alleviate public distribution of wealth, let alopeverty.

In direct and sharp contrast was communism, whiels ¥irst introduced in a weak and
tremulous country, Russia, in all its severity. IMits were ruthlessly killed and an alien ideology
was enforced on a meek and submissive populatignthBn another ideology came to surface:
socialism, which tried to strike an observable bedabetween capitalism and communalism to
make it acceptable to a wide public. In India, lietstuals were widely divided.

They had seen what happened in Russia with aesgipn of freedom and an authoritarian
administration that brooked no opposition. Post&892hina, too, had a communist government
equally cruel and terrifying. Watched in India wiglqual curiosity were forms of government in
western Europe and Great Britain.

Here at home Jawaharlal Nehru, a highly angliclsader, in total defiance of the Gandhian
concept of village self-sufficiency was hoping tatroduce qualified socialism in the country,
whatever that meant. It is interesting to know thatearly as 1950 the Tatas had submitted for
general consideration the so-called Bombay Plan.

As the Congress Party came to power, it began with setting up of a Planning
Commission with wide powers to suggest economicligment. Since then, a dozen Five year
Plans have been promulgated and set in motion. plildic is aware of how, under the Prime
Ministership of P.V. Narasimha Rao the Central Goreent broke away from the then prevailing
sentiments under the Permit licence Raj. IndiradBahad her own 20 Point Programme during the
Emergency.

The knots were untied by the Rao Administration &dVManmohan Singh deserves full
credit though under his own rule as Prime Ministerhas done poorly. We are still groping our
way towards prosperity without a settled plan buthva new Governor for the Reserve Bank
expected to find ways and means to get out oflountlering economy.

It is against this background that this book bec®regtremely relevant. It does not
pontificate; it seeks to indicate various corregtmeasures in all walks of individual and soci, li
setting up fresh goals, restructuring cultural esltio regain an ancient life force which once had
made India an example to follow. It discusses cptxcef development, formulation of national
goals, the challenges one faces, strategies thdieased to re-introduce an Indian Renaissance.

It starts with a curtain-raiser, discussing, ndtyraxisting- value systems. It then goes on
to line up policies that can be implemented in light of Ekatma Manav Darshan (Integral

" MDU Rohtak (Haryana), E-mail: hsnirban2011@gmaiico
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Humanism) based on what the organisers identifBlasatiya Chintan, suited to modern times,
taking into consideration the ever expanding frenstiof human knowledge. Some of our
intellectuals brought up on western ways of thigkmay laugh at the very idea of Ekatma Manav
Darshan but that is only to be expected.

Their minds are so conditioned by western conctiyatssomething purely Indian is usually
anathema to them. The organisers insist that vitegt have in mind is furtherance of the Vedantic
humanism of Swami Vivekananda and the integrabwisif Sri Aurobindo. That it does not depend
upon what can only be described as a purely westede of thinking is its USP?

Actually, Ekatma Manav Vad was first presented landit Deendayal Upadhyaya at a
lecture series in Pune and Mumbai way back in 1964. term Ekatma Manav Vad, in fact, was
coined and propagated by him. However, it is ombyppr and right to acknowledge that the phrase
Integral Humanism was used casually in 1921 byrB@handra Pal, one of the trinity of Lal Bal
Pal (Lala Lajpat Rai, Bal Gangadhar Tilak and Bi@imandra Pal).

Indian indigenous thought system.

In the preface to this book we are told that evahdnly expounded that which already
existed in the literature and life of Bharat totshe times.

Pal had linked the integral approach to individwsdciety, environment and parameshti
bringing out how ekatmabhav (love) blossoms onise® the unity of creation which is the
foundation for all. Is it then, a modern presewntafior what goes for ‘dharma’?

We have, it is necessary to point out, what M.N Rajed Radical Humanism. In what way
is Ekatmabhav different from Radical Humanism? ©ae only hope that some one knowledgeable
of Radical Humanism will come forward to set upoarsd discussion.

Example of Ekatma Manava Darshan

Bharat is a country with the oldest tradition oftete and dharma. Our dharma says all
living and non living things in the world are maafeone element that is Atma tatva. This is derived
from Param tatva..i.c Parmatma.Thus we considdruaiian beings and animals and creatures have
same soul inside.So we believe and behave in wathat equality is established by itself. We call
it Ekatma Manava Darshan.

Recently | came to hear two facts about our so@&periencing ekatmata in all people by
honoring to lowest person in society too. Indulmexti Katdhare of Punruthan trust was in my city
to give lecture in parent's meet of saraswati shadir. She elaborated about practical aspects of
Ekatma manav darshan.

In out country at so many places, girl who is gdiagnarry is given Mangalsutra, which is
made by gold chain and black moti. Usually theselbimoti are brought from different places but
it is not finished till few motis are not broughbim house of Ganika of town (prostitute), This
tradition was practiced in past very well and gédiformed in so many villages and towns.
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In west Bengal and in so many parts of Bharat Dougais festival of joy and faith. Murti
(Statue) made of mud for Durga is made by mud fearwh corner of village. In this also mud from
house of Ganika is brought for making Murti. Thuer the nature of the godddsscomes sacred
only when it has contribution from all people ofcety. These are examples of practically how
people still believe and behave for soul of ourntogman is one ,ic Ekatma Manava darshan
(Integral Humanism)

This was brought in view to all of us by Pnadit @ayal Upadhyay, one of founder worker
of Bharatiy Jansangh

About Deendayal Upadhyaya

Pandit Deendayal Upadhyaya (1916 — 1968) was amegnipolitical personality and a
profound philosopher. He became a pracharak oR®® after completing his M.A.

He established the publishing house ‘Rashtra Dhdrakashan’ in Lucknow and launched
the monthly magazine ‘Rashtra Dharma’ to propounel principles he held sacred. Later he
launched the weekly ‘Panchjanya’ and still latex daily ‘Swadesh’.

In 1950, Dr. Syama Prasad Mookerjee, then Ministethe Center, opposed the Nehru-
Liaquat pact and resigned his Cabinet post ancgbthe opposition to build a common front of
democratic forces. Dr.Mookerjee sought Shri. GisWelp in organizing dedicated young men to
pursue the work at the political level. Pandit Dagyal has been the source of ideological guidance
and moral inspiration many social activists andtjwall leaders.

The pioneer of Integral Humanism or ‘Ekatma ManBaashan’, ‘Integral Humanism’, is a
critigue of both communism and capitalism, advegata holistic alternative perspective for
political action and statecraft consistent with taes of creation and the universal needs of the
human race. Deendayalji was a great advocate @andus economics & administration models.

He was never enamoured of any position. He wasadember of Parliament, but he was
the maker of Members of Parliament.

His Murder: Pt. Deendayal Upadhyay was murderetihFeb 1968 at Mughalsarai in UP.
His death was as shocking as it was mysterious. mkstery remains unsolved to this day.
Everyone was stunned by his untimely demise.

Atal Behari Vajyapee said “Come, let us considearg\drop of Panditji’'s blood as the holy
mark on our foreheads and move towards the idealsvéd and worked for. We should take every
spark from his funeral pyre to our hearts and workur utmost ability like him. We should turn
the bones of this Dadhichi into stones and hurntlo& the enemies so that our sacred soil is free of
all roadblocks.

The attack on his life is an attack on our natimmal The wounds on his body are assaults
on our democracy. We accept this challenge ofraatibnals and enemies of democracy’.

Panditji sacrificed his life for the ideal for white had struggled all his life. But his dream
is still unfulfilled; his work is still incomplete.
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Philosophy and Social Thought

The philosophy of Integral Humanism advocates thmikaneous and integrated program
of the body, mind and intellect and soul of eachman being. His philosophy of Integral
Humanism, which is a synthesis of the material tedspiritual, the individual and the collective,
bears eloquent testimony to this. In the field olits and economics, he was pragmatic and down
to earth. He visualized for India a decentralizetitp and self-reliant economy with the village as
the base.

Deendayal Upadhyay was convinced that India ashdependent nation cannot rely upon
Western concepts like individualism, democracyjamm, communism, capitalism etc. and he was
of the view that the Indian polity after independemad been raised upon these superficial Western
foundations and not rooted in the timeless tradgiof India's ancient culture. He felt that the
Indian intellect was getting suffocated by Westdraories and ideologies and consequently there
was a big roadblock on the growth and expansiooriginal Bharatiya thought. He said that there
was an urgent public need for a fresh breeze.

He welcomed modern technology but wanted it to degpted to suit Indian requirements.
Deendayal believed in a constructive approach. Xtereed his followers to co-operate with the
government when it was right and fearlessly oppasen it erred. He placed nation's interest above
everything else. He died in unexpected circumstaacel was found dead on 11 February 1968 at
Mughal Sarai Railway yard. The following rousindl ¢that he gave to the thousands of delegates in
the Calicut session, still reverberants in theisea

“We are pledged to the service not of any partica@nmunity or section but of the entire
nation. Every countryman is blood of our blood #lesh of our flesh. We shall not rest till we are
able to give to every one of them a sense of phdé they are children of Bharatmata. We shall
make Mother India Sujala, Suphala (overflowing witater and laden with fruits) in the real sense
of these words. As Dashapraharana Dharini Durgaddéss Durga with her 10 weapons) she
would be able to vanquish evil; as Lakshmi she wdnd able to disburse prosperity all over and as
Saraswati she would dispel the gloom of ignoramzkspread the radiance of knowledge all around
her. With faith in ultimate victory, let us dedieaturselves to this task. ”

Pandit Upadhyaya edited Panchjanya (Weekly) andd8s¥a (Daily) from Lucknow. In
Hindi, he has written a drama Chandragupta Maurgag later wrote a biography of
Shankaracharya. He translated a Marathi biograpby.cK.B. Hedgewar, the founder of RSS.

Need for Integral Humanism

The need for integral humanism was felt in Indegendndia primarily because ideological
differences were kept aside in order to achievectiiective goal of independence and self-rule.
The need for establishing coherent socio-econoddologies was felt as there was an environment
of ideological haze in the country, both in the @@ss and their opponents. Nehru had his own
inclination towards socialism, bordering on bliraith. There was a growing intellectual opposition
and resentment to Nehruvian thought, both in tfieakewell as the right.



36

In this environment, Deen Dayal felt that the fis@pportunism in the ruling party as well
as opposition was detrimental to national interfglstny in the Opposition were of the view that one
could adopt anything from extreme Marxism to cdjgita just to defeat the Congress. Add to that,
the presence of people from all extremes, fromtrigheft in the Congress Party who also created a
sense of dissatisfaction and vagueness in theypolit

Western concepts of individuals, and society weidely accepted because of the reduction
of intellectual activity in India during the middéges. Integral Humanism is supportive of Western
advances in science and technology, but does rigivben the compatibility of western socio-
economic constructs in the vast country like Intlar is it the opportunist centrism to project thes
days to further “secularize” and “democratize” anénage. Integral Humanism does not even
believe in the western evolution of nationalism,ickhit finds opposed to world peace. Integral
humanism doubts the validity of constructs likeudagsm as it was merely a response to clergy and
socialism, a response to exploitation. Socialisand$ as opposed to individual liberties, the
degeneration of capitalism based on perfect comnpetio a monopolistic structure and crony
capitalism is also evident.

Reason has been replaced by opportunism. Integnadahism, he believed should
understand the need for change according to tirnat i€ the reason why Deen Dayalji rejected the
proposition that India should start afresh fromoidgies that existed at the time when it was not
subjected to foreign rule. Ideology, he believed hba exist in continuum. He believed that the
scientific approach to Western economic construaisld be to accept wisdom of the West, but
also to learn from the incongruities.

Integral humanism was a knowledge based systemhwiecbelieved would continuously
evolve and adapt to various incidences in the wadd cited disastrous effects of a mix of
nationalism and socialism in Hitler, which buriedntbcracy and took away individual freedom.
Marxism, he believed promised bread, but in themsaple neither had bread, nor voting rights. He
believed that people with no background of theamati character hurriedly try to fit India into
existing boxes of Western ideological constructs.

When Panditji talked about honesty being a primcig@dther than a policy, little did he
imagine that many who would be working under thanaa of integral humanism in the future
would make a mockery of his proposition! Unlimiteentralization of power, he believed, in the
hands of the State (or the High Command in theecaraf political parties) results in decline in
Dharma, as it forces people into excessive reliamcthe state, and ensures revolt.

Integral Humanism was not entirely spiritual, apribpposed that physical needs and desires
should not be suppressed. In many ways, it wasfitee clearly defined Indian model for
ideological non-alignment or meaningful centrisrocigty was looked upon as an abstract concept
with a collective physical presence, a mind of otgn, an intellect and a soul. For example,
individuals can tolerate a lot of insinuations agaithemselves, but when a word is spoken against
their group/society/religion, the entire group copes character. A few good men, Deen Dayalji
believed, together do not necessarily make a gomapg
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Nations as well as political parties do not exigtnere cohabitation. He talked of Chiti or
the soul of the nation, and the fact that insttogi should be created keeping in mind this soul. He
believed that conflict was not the path to develeptn but overcoming them and focusing on
integrated development was. It was only throughpeoation that broad national goals could be
reached. The present mess in the BJP is a resopmdrtunism, and an inability to grasp either
Chiti or Dharma.

Panditji believed that the State was not supreroewas it the society itself, nor the sole
representative of the nation. He did not deny thpartance of State, which he said was a vital
institution.Yet he did not regard it as the suprenstitution. He believed that delegation of power
merely to states was not decentralization in thestr sense. He believed in delegation of power to
the janapadas and panchayats, much like what Mah@endhi believed in and preached about.

The soul of the nation or Chiti, Deen Dayalji beéd was difficult to comprehend, and so
the individual should focus on Dharma, which hadsaas not religion, but a sense of duty. He
believed that Dharma could not be imposed on iigeris, but had to come from within. Thus,
integral humanism is opposed to a theocratic dedmof State.

The Origin of Humanism

Humanism as a philosophical and literary movemeigirated in Italy in the Second half of
the 14" Century and diffused all over Europe. As an atfetheory it was conceived in the 17
century by French philosopher but as a theisticapiatic theory it was conceived indirectly around
2000 B.C. at the time of Vedas and Upanisads iralrithe Prayer "Sarvetra Sukhinah Santu Sarve
Santu Niramayah;" "Let all be happy here and le¢mjoy full health’ of Vedic Sages echoed this
Universal welfare. The earthly life constitutes tbentral concern for the Vedic Aryans. The
sacrificial fire-rites which were evolved during dle period had social welfare as its motto, the
motive was to prepare the land for agriculturedioundance and welfare of human race.

The latter half of the nineteenth century witnessi@tu Renaissance pioneered by Brahm
Samaj of Raja Ram Mohan Roy and Arya Samaj of DaydrSaraswati, finally blossoming into
Vedantic Hinduism of Vivekananda. Vedantic Hindujsstresess the importance of service to the
weak and the needy as its practical aspect.

Various Interpretations of Humanism

Humanism is not an established school of philospdhyt is a definite philosophical
outlook. It emphasized the worth and dignity of mhbp rejecting other worldliness and
transcendentalism. It is this worldly, man-centsedular philosophical outlook. It claims that the
man is self-sufficient and is able to comprehenrel wWorld phenomena and works out a certain
social order without the help of God. It is antatte towards and an approach to man's worldly life
and values. It is characterised by interest in ncancern for man and faith in man's reason and
conscience for discriminating perception of trutid ayjoodness. The modern genetic engineering
sees man as a product of evolutionary processaarafjent controlling and directing this process.
Humanism as the philosophical attitude regardsitiberpretation of human experience as the
primary concern of all philosophizing and assehs adequacy of human knowledge for this
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purpose. By giving to all science and literaturefarence to human life and its purpose, philosophy
connects itself with literary humanism. Scienceewad in its relation to man, can be utilised for
human purpose. But emphasis on utilitarian aspestience undermines its value as independent
branch of human knowledge.
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